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Course Description 
 
Social Studies is “the subject that provides the ‘integrated study of social sciences and humanities to 
promote civic competence.’” Moreover, in order for individuals to “make sense of the world, students 
need to analyze people, places, events, and issues from multiple perspectives, across times, finding 
relationships with, and implications for their own everyday experiences.”1  It is, therefore, the purpose of 
the social studies department, to provide students opportunities for meaningful development and 
application of skills and dispositions to be used within and between academic disciplines. As such, 
students will acquire and hone skills needed for participation in democratic society, for developing 
interpersonal relationships, and providing the capability to succeed in their personal and professional 
endeavors upon the completion of their education within the Hoboken Public Schools. 

 
Course Resources 
 

1. TimeLinks 
2. http://www.teachingchildrenphilosophy.org/BookModule/TheBigOrangeSplot 
3. Interactive	Community	Comparison	

(http://www.eduplace.com/kids/socsci/books/applications/imaps/maps/g3_u1/)	
4. Self-Guided	Walking	Tours	of	Hoboken	(https://www.hobokenmuseum.org/self-guided-walking-

tours/2011-09-30-17-33-08/hoboken-walking-tour-map)	
5. Hoboken	History	(https://www.hobokenmuseum.org/history/short-history-of-hoboken 

 
Pacing Guide 
 

Unit One:  Our Classroom Community 8 Weeks 
Unit Two:  Introduction to Communities 8 Weeks 

Unit Three:  Introduction to Culture 8 Weeks 
Unit Four:  Community and Culture Around 

the World 
 

8 Weeks 
Unit Five:  Making Our Community Better  8 Weeks  

 
 
Unit 1 – Our Classroom Community  
Unit 1 September-October 8 Weeks  
 
Unit 1 Overview  
In this unit students use the context of their classroom/outside community to explore the five major 
themes of geography: location, place, human/environment interaction, movement, and region. The unit 
begins with an exploration of a variety of maps and a review of map skills covered in kindergarten and 
grade one. Using a community map, the concept of relative location is introduced. Next, students explore 

																																																								
	



a map of the community and identify various regions such as residential areas and important physical 
features in the community. Next, students expand their knowledge of the geography of their community 
as they gather information about physical and human characteristics not of their community. Integrating 
the second grade science content expectations, students learn about major landforms and bodies of water 
found on the Earth. Returning to the map of the community, students identify major roads and discuss 
how roads help to connect places and move goods and people. Synthesizing what they have learned, 
students construct a simple map of their local community. Using a Venn Diagram, students compare the 
human and physical characteristics of their community with those of another community. Human 
environment interaction is introduced as students explore how people interact with the environment and 
the consequences of changing the environment.  
 
Essential Questions 

Ø How can I be a good citizen in my community (classroom)? 
Ø How are norms set in communities? 
Ø How is the common good in our community determined? How do we balance the needs and 

wants of individuals in our community? 
Ø How are fair/unfair actions/behaviors identified? How should I do in responsed to fair/unfair 

actions/behaviors? 
 
Essential Learning Outcomes 

Ø Students will discover that being a citizen of a community means finding ways of making 
positive contributions to the common good. 

Ø Students will learn that finding the common good in our community requires balancing the needs 
and wants of individuals with the overall well-being of our community. 

Ø Students will discover that communities make rules to maintain order and safety; there are 
consequences for not following rules. 

Ø Students will understand that in responding to fair/unfair actions and in resolving conflicts, I 
should listen to others to understand their perspective, understand the power of words, and stand 
up for others who are facing unfair treatment. 

Technology Infusion 
Ø 8.2.2.C.1- Brainstorm ideas on how to solve a problem or build a product. 
Ø 8.1.2.B.1- Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple digital tools and 

resources. 
Ø 8.1.2.E.1- Use digital tools and online resources to explore a problem or issue. 

 
Standards 

Ø RI.2.1 Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate 
understanding of key details in a text. 

Ø RI.2.2 Identify the main topic of a multi-paragraph text as well as the focus of specific paragraphs 
within the text. 

Ø RI.2.3 Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, 
or steps in technical procedures in a text. 

Ø RI.2.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or 
subject area. 

Ø RI.2.5 Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, 
indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text efficiently. 

Ø RI.2.6 Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to answer, explain, or 
describe. 

Ø RI.2.7 Explain how specific images (e.g., a diagram showing how a machine works) contribute to 
and clarify a text. 



Ø RI.2.8 Describe how reasons support specific points the author makes in a text. 
Ø W.2.1 Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book they are writing about, state 

an opinion, supply reasons that support the opinion, use linking words (e.g. because, and, also) to 
connect opinion and reasons, and provide a concluding statement or section. 

Ø W.2.2 Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and 
definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section. 

Ø W.2.3 Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of events, 
include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal event 
order, and provide a sense of closure. 

Ø W.2.6 With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and 
publish writing, including in collaboration with peers. 

Ø W.2.7 Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of books on a single 
topic to produce a report; record science observations). 

 
Differentiation 
Approaching: Modify level of questioning, extended wait time, visual cues and manipulatives, oral 
responses, collaborative role play, shortened guided assignments, repetition and recall, collaborate with 
higher level learners 
 
Above: Increase complexity of questioning, detailed written journal entries, compare and contrast key 
ideas and concepts, lead a small group discussion using higher order thinking questions, create authentic 
projects, collaborative role play, compose an alternative ending 
 
Assessments 

Ø Performance Based Assessments 
Ø Discussions 
Ø Projects  

 
21st Century Learning Connection 
"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing 
world. The most recognizable of these skills are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking 
and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional intelligence, technological 
literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond 
rote memorization. 
 
Unit 2 Introduction to Communities   
November-December 8 Weeks  
 
Unit 2 Overview  
In this unit students explore characteristics of communities, the reasons people live in communities, and 
different kinds of communities. The unit begins with a review of the concept of family and explores the 
question, "Why do families live in communities?" Students then investigate common characteristics of a 
community including location, physical characteristics, history, government, people, and businesses. 
Students explore two reasons people live in a community and are introduced to the concept of government. 
Using a variety of resources, including photographs and illustrations from picture books, students then 
examine different kinds of communities and explore how communities differ in size and geography. 
Using a Venn Diagram, students identify similarities and differences between two communities. Finally, 
students begin to create a profile of their local community by gathering information from family members 
and friends about what makes their community special. 
 



Essential Questions 
Ø How do the characteristics of my community influence how people live, work and play in those 

communities? 
Ø How can people in communities work together to make sure people have their needs met? 
Ø How are the resources people have in their communities, and why do different communities have 

different resources? 
Ø How do people in different communities satisfy their needs and wants? 
Ø How do people in different communities have different needs and wants? Why (not)? 

 
Essential Learning Outcomes 

Ø Students will understand that rural, urban and suburban communities are defined by their 
geographic characteristics including land use, population size and density, and available resources 
and services. 

Ø Students will discover that communities of the same type (rural, urban suburban) share certain 
characteristics, yet are unique and diverse. 

Ø Students will understand that communities have different types of resources and people must 
make decisions about how to use their resources to address the common good as well as 
individual needs and wants. 

Ø Students will discover that geography influences the resources a community has and how people 
access those resources. 

Ø Students will be able to understand that communities achieve their goals in different ways, 
depending on their geographic characteristics. 

 
Technology Infusion 

Ø 8.2.2.C.1- Brainstorm ideas on how to solve a problem or build a product. 
Ø 8.1.2.B.1- Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple digital tools and 

resources. 
Ø 8.1.2.E.1- Use digital tools and online resources to explore a problem or issue. 

 
Standards 

Ø RI.2.1 Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate 
understanding of key details in a text. 

Ø RI.2.2 Identify the main topic of a multi-paragraph text as well as the focus of specific paragraphs 
within the text. 

Ø RI.2.3 Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, 
or steps in technical procedures in a text. 

Ø RI.2.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or 
subject area. 

Ø RI.2.5 Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, 
indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text efficiently. 

Ø RI.2.6 Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to answer, explain, or 
describe. 

Ø RI.2.7 Explain how specific images (e.g., a diagram showing how a machine works) contribute to 
and clarify a text. 

Ø RI.2.8 Describe how reasons support specific points the author makes in a text. 
Ø W.2.1 Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book they are writing about, state 

an opinion, supply reasons that support the opinion, use linking words (e.g. because, and, also) to 
connect opinion and reasons, and provide a concluding statement or section. 

Ø W.2.2 Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and 
definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section. 



Ø W.2.3 Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of events, 
include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal event 
order, and provide a sense of closure. 

Ø W.2.6 With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and 
publish writing, including in collaboration with peers. 

Ø W.2.7 Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of books on a single 
topic to produce a report; record science observations). 

 
Differentiation 
Approaching- 
- modify level of questioning 
- extended wait time 
- visual cues and manipulatives 
- oral responses 
-  collaborative role play- 
-  repetition and recall 
- shortened guided assignments 
- collaborate with a higher level learner 
Above- 
-  Increase complexity of questioning 
- detailed written journal entries 
- compare and contrast key ideas and concepts 
-  collaborative role play 
- lead a small group discussion using higher order thinking questions 
- create authentic projects 
- collaborate with a lower level learner 
- composing an alternative ending 
 
Assessments 

Ø Performance Based Assessments 
Ø Projects 
Ø Discussions  

 
21st Century Learning Connection 
"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing 
world. The most recognizable of these skills are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking 
and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional intelligence, technological 
literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond 
rote memorization. 
 
 
Unit 3 – Introduction to Culture    
January-February 8 Weeks  
 
Unit 3 Overview  
Cultures are dynamic and change over time.  In this unit, students will explore the study of culture and 
how it prepares one to ask and answer questions such as: What is culture? What roles does culture play in 
human and societal development? What are the common characteristics across cultures? How is unity 
developed within and among cultures? What is the role of diversity and how is it maintained within a 
culture? How do various aspects of culture such as belief systems, religious faith, or political ideals, 



influence other parts of a culture such as its institutions or literature, music, and art? How does culture 
change over time to accommodate different ideas, and beliefs? How does cultural diffusion occur within 
and across communities, regions, and nations? 
 
Essential Questions 

Ø What is my culture and what influences my culture? 
Ø How were communities different long ago? 
Ø How does the study of celebrations and holidays help us to understand our own culture and 

how/why other cultures are similar and different? 
Ø How can understanding another person's perspective or culture help us to get along? 

 
Essential Learning Outcomes 

Ø Students will learn that we all share in the American culture, but our cultures are also influenced 
by our family history, heritage /ancestry. 

Ø Students will explore the point that culture is a set of learned behaviors that is passed down from 
generation to generation (a system of shared beliefs, values, customs, behaviors).   

Ø Students will explore that cultures and communities have changed over time. Some cultures have 
experienced more change than others. 

Ø Students will understand the similarities among cultures helps us to appreciate our differences. 
Technology Infusion 

Ø 8.2.2.C.1- Brainstorm ideas on how to solve a problem or build a product. 
Ø 8.1.2.B.1- Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple digital tools and 

resources. 
Ø 8.1.2.E.1- Use digital tools and online resources to explore a problem or issue. 

 
Standards 

Ø RI.2.1 Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate 
understanding of key details in a text. 

Ø RI.2.2 Identify the main topic of a multi-paragraph text as well as the focus of specific paragraphs 
within the text. 

Ø RI.2.3 Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, 
or steps in technical procedures in a text. 

Ø RI.2.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or 
subject area. 

Ø RI.2.5 Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, 
indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text efficiently. 

Ø RI.2.6 Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to answer, explain, or 
describe. 

Ø RI.2.7 Explain how specific images (e.g., a diagram showing how a machine works) contribute to 
and clarify a text. 

Ø RI.2.8 Describe how reasons support specific points the author makes in a text. 
Ø W.2.1 Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book they are writing about, state 

an opinion, supply reasons that support the opinion, use linking words (e.g. because, and, also) to 
connect opinion and reasons, and provide a concluding statement or section. 

Ø W.2.2 Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and 
definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section. 

Ø W.2.3 Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of events, 
include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal event 
order, and provide a sense of closure. 

Ø W.2.6 With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and 



publish writing, including in collaboration with peers. 
Ø W.2.7 Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of books on a single 

topic to produce a report; record science observations). 
 
Differentiation 
Approaching- 
- modify level of questioning 
- extended wait time 
- visual cues and manipulatives 
- oral responses 
-  collaborative role play- 
-  repetition and recall 
- shortened guided assignments 
- collaborate with a higher level learner 
Above- 
-  Increase complexity of questioning 
- detailed written journal entries 
- compare and contrast key ideas and concepts 
-  collaborative role play 
- lead a small group discussion using higher order thinking questions 
- create authentic projects 
- collaborate with a lower level learner 
- composing an alternative ending 
 
Assessments 

Ø Performance Based Assessments 
Ø Projects 
Ø Discussions  

 
21st Century Learning Connection 
"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing 
world. The most recognizable of these skills are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking 
and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional intelligence, technological 
literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond 
rote memorization. 
 
 
Unit 4 – Communities and Cultures Around the World    
March-April 8 Weeks  
 
Unit 4 Overview  
In this unit students explore the rights and responsibilities of communities and cultures. In exploring the 
responsibilities of communities, students focus on the need for citizens to be informed about how cultures 
affect society as a whole.  
 
Essential Questions 

Ø How do those in it influence my culture? 
Ø How were communities different long ago? 



Ø How does the study of celebrations and holidays help us to understand our own culture and 
how/why other cultures are similar and different? 

Ø How can understanding another person's perspective or culture help us to get along? 
Essential Learning Outcomes 

Ø Students will explore how many things influence one's culture including the community in which 
you live, your family's ancestry and heritage, and the time period during which you live. 

Ø Students will discover that culture is a set of learned behaviors that is passed down from 
generation to generation (a system of shared beliefs, values, customs, behaviors).   

Ø Students will be able to understand that any aspect of culture that has remained the same for 
many generations can be considered a tradition. Many cultures celebrate similar holidays through 
diverse traditions. 

Ø Students will Understand the similarities among cultures helps us to appreciate our differences. 
Ø Students will be able to explore that everyone has a unique perspective (influenced by culture) 

that should respected, appreciated and understood by others. 
 
Technology Infusion 

Ø 8.2.2.C.1- Brainstorm ideas on how to solve a problem or build a product. 
Ø 8.1.2.B.1- Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple digital tools and 

resources 
Ø 8.1.2.E.1- Use digital tools and online resources to explore a problem or issue. 

 
Standards 

Ø RI.2.1 Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate 
understanding of key details in a text. 

Ø RI.2.2 Identify the main topic of a multi-paragraph text as well as the focus of specific paragraphs 
within the text. 

Ø RI.2.3 Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, 
or steps in technical procedures in a text. 

Ø RI.2.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or 
subject area. 

Ø RI.2.5 Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, 
indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text efficiently. 

Ø RI.2.6 Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to answer, explain, or 
describe. 

Ø RI.2.7 Explain how specific images (e.g., a diagram showing how a machine works) contribute to 
and clarify a text. 

Ø RI.2.8 Describe how reasons support specific points the author makes in a text. 
Ø W.2.1 Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book they are writing about, state 

an opinion, supply reasons that support the opinion, use linking words (e.g. because, and, also) to 
connect opinion and reasons, and provide a concluding statement or section. 

Ø W.2.2 Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and 
definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section. 

Ø W.2.3 Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of events, 
include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal event 
order, and provide a sense of closure. 

Ø W.2.6 With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and 
publish writing, including in collaboration with peers. 

Ø W.2.7 Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of books on a single 
topic to produce a report; record science observations). 

 



Differentiation 
 
Approaching- 
- modify level of questioning 
- extended wait time 
- visual cues and manipulatives 
- oral responses 
-  collaborative role play- 
-  repetition and recall 
- shortened guided assignments 
- collaborate with a higher level learner 
Above- 
-  Increase complexity of questioning 
- detailed written journal entries 
- compare and contrast key ideas and concepts 
-  collaborative role play 
- lead a small group discussion using higher order thinking questions 
- create authentic projects 
- collaborate with a lower level learner 
 
Assessments 

Ø Performance Based Assessments 
Ø Class Participation  
Ø Discussions  

 
21st Century Learning Connection 
"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing 
world. The most recognizable of these skills are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking 
and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional intelligence, technological 
literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond 
rote memorization. 
 
 
 
 
Unit 5 – Making Our Communities Better  
May-June 8 Weeks  
 
Unit 5 Overview  
In this unit students explore several economic concepts using the context of their local community. The 
unit begins with a review of the concepts of scarcity and choice from previous grades. Through 
simulation and literature such as Sam and the Lucky Money or a similar book, students are introduced to 
the concept of opportunity cost. Using a graphic organizer, students apply these concepts to an economic 
decision and identify the opportunity cost. Next, using the book The Goat in the Rug or a similar book, 
students explore how natural, human, and capital resources are combined to produce goods. Students then 
examine how businesses in a community help people meet their economic wants. Using a variety of 
resources, students identify businesses in their local community and connect the businesses with wants 
and needs they help to meet. In a culminating lesson students are introduced to the concept of 



specialization through an activity that compares trade from the past with the present. Using The Ox Cart 
Man or a similar book, all economic concepts addressed in the unit are reviewed and assessed. 
 
Essential Questions 

Ø How can/have individuals and groups make changes (positive and negative) in society? 
Ø How can I make my community a better place? 
Ø How have the actions of people in the past influenced the world I live in? 
Ø How can I respect the dignity of others, and encourage others to do the same? 
Ø What obstacles have people faced in improving their communities, and how did they deal with 

those challenges? 
 

Essential Learning Outcomes 
Ø Students will discover how to make changes in their community - classroom, school, town, state, 

nation, and the world. 
Ø Students will be able to explore the actions of people in the past have helped to foster equality, 

justice and fairness in our society. 
Ø Students will be able to explore the process of making change in society is often difficult and 

requires integrity, determination, and resilience. 
Ø Students will explore how they can empower oneself through education, cooperating with others, 

and thoughtful actions, to make my community a better place. 
Ø Students will understand that many individuals and groups (in the past and today) addressed local 

or personal issues, but had a greater impact on the world around them.	
 
Technology Infusion 

Ø 8.2.2.C.1- Brainstorm ideas on how to solve a problem or build a product. 
Ø 8.1.2.B.1- Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple digital tools and 

resources. 
Ø 8.1.2.E.1- Use digital tools and online resources to explore a problem or issue. 

 
Standards 

Ø RI.2.1 Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate 
understanding of key details in a text. 

Ø RI.2.2 Identify the main topic of a multi-paragraph text as well as the focus of specific paragraphs 
within the text. 

Ø RI.2.3 Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, 
or steps in technical procedures in a text. 

Ø RI.2.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or 
subject area. 

Ø RI.2.5 Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, 
indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text efficiently. 

Ø RI.2.6 Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to answer, explain, or 
describe. 

Ø RI.2.7 Explain how specific images (e.g., a diagram showing how a machine works) contribute to 
and clarify a text. 

Ø RI.2.8 Describe how reasons support specific points the author makes in a text. 
Ø W.2.1 Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book they are writing about, state 

an opinion, supply reasons that support the opinion, use linking words (e.g. because, and, also) to 
connect opinion and reasons, and provide a concluding statement or section. 

Ø W.2.2 Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and 
definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section. 



Ø W.2.3 Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of events, 
include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal event 
order, and provide a sense of closure. 

Ø W.2.6 With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and 
publish writing, including in collaboration with peers. 

Ø W.2.7 Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of books on a single 
topic to produce a report; record science observations). 

 
Differentiation 
Approaching- 
- modify level of questioning 
- extended wait time 
- visual cues and manipulatives 
- oral responses 
-  collaborative role play- 
-  repetition and recall 
- shortened guided assignments 
- collaborate with a higher level learner 
Above- 
-  Increase complexity of questioning 
- detailed written journal entries 
- compare and contrast key ideas and concepts 
-  collaborative role play 
- lead a small group discussion using higher order thinking questions 
- create authentic projects 
- collaborate with a lower level learner 
 
Assessments 

Ø Class participation 
Ø Discussions demonstrating knowledge of subject matter 
Ø Performance-Based Assessment 

 
21st Century Learning Connection 
"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing 
world. The most recognizable of these skills are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking 
and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional intelligence, technological 
literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond 
rote memorization. 
 
 
 
 


